On subjects, however, more advanced, much care is necessary in estimating the proportion of benefit likely to result from the operation when decided upon; a file should never be used of greater thickness than a common card, and if there is no spot of discoloured enamel, a file serrated on both sides will be best; by which means, a thin layer of enamel will be taken off each tooth, and no particle of soft bone exposed; on the contrary, where the pressure has been great enough to produce a fracture of the enamel of one tooth, a file with a singly serrated side and edge will be better by taking off the whole thickness of the file from the diseased tooth.
A theory has of late been advanced, that the diseased matter of 
